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At Mid -Winter roundup, you and your core team will have time with
District Director Fred Mew and District Treasurer Leona McDade.
This is the time to get caught up on all your paperwork!

Forms will be available at MWRU or can be completed in advance.

Forms Required

Chapter Director Chapter Treasurer (See Page 5)
MOU MOU
Officer Appointment Form Banking Information

(with Fredods signature

Confidentiality Agreement Chapter Charter Fee
Chapter Financial Report (I -14 and I-15)
Chapter Equipment List
December 8ds Bank Statement
990N Information

Assistant Chapter Director Chapter Membership Enhance-
ment Coordinator
MOU MOU

More Information and a schedule will come in the November and December newsletters.

District Educator Chet Roby will be available for Chapter Educators.
- Chapter Educator of the Year will be announced.

- Educator Article of the Year will be announced.
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Hotel Information in New Braunfels

All rooms are blocked under the
group name 0 GWRRAOG
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Host Hotel:

Ramada Inn

1.8 miles from Convention Center
1051 IH 35 (Exit 189)

New Braunfels, TX 78130
830-625-8017

January 13 & 14, 2012 -

May 17 - 19, 2012 -

Rates:

$49.95 + tax for up to 2 adults
$59.95 + tax for 3-4 adults

Rates available through Jan. 2, 2012
$69.95 + tax for up to 2 adults
$79.95 + tax for 3-4 adults

Rates available through May 1, 2012

La Quinta

2.5 miles from Convention Center
365 Hwy 46 South

New Braunfels, TX 78130
830-627-3333

January 13 & 14, 2012 -

May 17 - 19, 2012 -

$77.00 + tax for up to 4 adults

Rates available through Jan. 2, 2012
$99.00 + tax for up to 4 adults

Rates available through May 1, 2012

Sleep Inn_

1.9 miles from Convention Center
14771H35N

New Braunfels, TX 78130
830-625-7700

January 13 & 14, 2012 -

May 17 - 19, 2012 -

$65.00 + tax for up to 2 adults
Additional $10.00 for each additional adult
Rates available through Dec. 28, 2011
$84.00 + tax for up to 2 adults
Additional $10.00 for each additional adult
Rates available through April 26, 2012

Super 8

2.7 miles from Convention Center

510 Highway 46 South (1-35 & Hwy 46)
New Braunfels, TX 78130
830-629-1155

January 13 & 14, 2012 -

May 17 - 19, 2012 -

$54.99 + tax

Rates available through Dec. 30, 2011
$79.99 + tax

Rates available through May 5, 2012

Wingate

4.5 miles from Convention Center
245 FM-306

New Braunfels, TX 78130
830-515-4701

January 13 & 14, 2012 -

May 17 - 19, 2012 -

$79.99 + tax for up to 2 adults
Additional $10.00 for each additional adult
Rates available through Dec. 1, 2011
$99.99 + tax for up to 2 adults
Additional $10.00 for each additional adult
Rates available through February 1, 2012
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From the District Director

Fred Mew

I know its early for everyone to think about next
your Texas District Team is already in the backgro
fels. This next convention we want to shake things up a bit!  After all the District Rally and Con-
vention is for youé the participant. The Texas Te
interest f or aftavyu waotioatéeendamd look forward to. Sure, there are some tra-
ditional events that are expected and wil!/l be sche
when you | eave, you say to yourself oWowé | had a
We have a few ideas we are going to toss around when the Team meets next month é . But we

candt r ead YVeneedsomefeddback on what you would like to experience , so let us

know what you want to see and/or do which may interest you and others! | promise we will read

and discuss any ideas we receive. Please e -mail me at TXDD@gwrra -tx.org by the end of the

mont h and | et us know what it isé no matter how f a

Changing subjects ¢ | have received a couple of comments abc
page website. | have been in touch with our webmaster, Mark Heene, a number of times about

why a few of the buttons at the top of the page do
pears to be linked with the some of the Microsoft Explorer software versions and/or with Win-

dows Vista. A back door way to get at the Friends, Fun, Safety & Knowledge section is to select

one of the other pages firsté then select one of t
page. The TX website does not seem to be affected with other browsers (like Google Chrome,

etc.) or older versions of Explorer. If anyone of you geek experts out there have any ideas for a

fix, please contact Mark.

Hereds some gr éatGWR®AagJeMNaws Di st THEcdrtificatafsomthe cei ved
Texas Department of Public Safety authorizing GWRRA to conduct riding courses within the State of

Texas. Itis the result of hard work put forth by Chet Roby, John Bourg and Harry Dollarhide to get

this completed. The State of Texas hasrecognized that our programs are well prepared and as

such, awarded a certificate for a (2) two year period. = The certificate will expire on August 31,

2013! The certificate will be forwarded to Texas Educator, Chet Roby, and a copy to Region H

Educator, John Bourg.

Only through the efforts of the entire Rider Education TEAM can we con-
tinue to provide world class education to our members. Itis indeed an
honor when a State recognizes the worthiness of our program.  Hearty con-
gratulations to all Educators for a job well done!

ltds finally cooled off out there a

Have fun, ride safe,
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End of Year Financial Paperwork

It is that time of year again, when chapter charter fees and closing financial reports
are due. The Charter Fee of $50 is due to me by November 15 ™ each year. Please
make it payable to GWRRA Texas and send it to me at the address below. You
may begin sending those in now.

Your chapter year -end financial report is due to me by December 31st each
year. When you send the completed report to me, you must include:

1 Chapter Financial Report (Forms | -14 and | -15)
T Chapter Equipment List
T December 6s Ban Kyoun langer haeerta send all 12 months)

Blank copies of the Financial Report and Equipment List are available on the Texas
District website under Member Resources . You may also bring your financial re-
port, equipment list, and bank statement to the Mid -Winter Round -Up in New
Braunfels on January 14th, 2012. Be sure both the CD and Chapter Treasurer have
signed the financial report. Please check that the beginning balance that you use
on your 2011 report is the same as your ending balance from your 2010 report.

New thisyear: |  wi | | be filing all the 990NO0s
for2011. You will no longer have to do those! CI
if you would e -mail me your current mailing address, along with the log in informa-

tion from last year (if you filed the 990N for 2010). That will help me complete the

forms much easier. New CDds as of January 20
tion, but | still need your current mailing address.

Feel free to e -mail me with any questions that you may have regarding any of this
information. | look forward to seeing each of you at Mid -Winter Round -Up in New
Braunfels on January 14",

Thank you for all your hard work.

Leona McDade Send charter fees and reports to:
Texas District Treasurer Leona McDade

Master Tour Rider 6076
TxTreasurer@gwrra -tx.org

Texas District Treasurer
116 Stonecrest Road
Argyle, TX 76226
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Texas District Couple of the Year

What a whirlwind year! Our calendar has been full since the Texas Convention in May. We have
had the opportunity to travel to several Chapters here and to all of the District Conventions in Re-
gion H. What a fun ride.

We left Texas on 24 August headed to El Dorado, Kansas. We did most of our traveling in the early
morning, not too early, so that we could try and stay as cool as possible. When we got to Kansas we
thought we would leave the heat behind us, boy were we wrong, it followed us to Kansas. We tried
to stay away from the Interstate and on scenic highways. | find it hard to pay tolls to drive on high-
ways that tax monies supposedly have paid for, so much for my phobia. The best part is that we
traveled through small towns and were able to see the beautiful country side of Kansas.

I now know how Dorothy felt as she realized that she was not in Kansas. It was great to be fortunate
for a group of Goldwingers from Texas to travel over 600 miles into Kansas to have lunch in a small
city named Arkansas City at a Mexican restaurant named the Green Door -La Familia Restaurant.
The food was great and made us feel as though we were back home in Texas. We took two days to
make the trip. El Dorado welcomed the Kansas District Convention with open arms. Everywhere
we went we were welcomed.

The convention opened and was followed by a great Frankie
Valens Concert Friday evening. It was two hours of songs
from the 60s, jokes to |l augh
| aughter again waséwell, l et &
totally enjoyable event.

our se
1: t ha

The support the city of El Dorado Kansas gave the Kansas Dis-
trict was impressive. The downtown businesses contributed
gifts for the walking tour and discounts for meals and snacks.
The light show was amazing it was the most impressive route
that | have seen in any light show ever. The route was through the town to a retirement facility,
twice and then a different route back to the convention center. We had a police escort and all the
streets were blocked for us. It lasted an hour or more with about 100 participants on the ride. It was
widely publicized and many of the streets were lined with people along the way supporting the
event. The Kansas Director explained why we were driving though the retirement center; this gave
the light show a purpose other than showing off our bikes and trikes. We provided a little spark of
enjoyment for the elderly and their families. What a blast.

(Continued on page 7)
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Texas District Couple of the Year, continued

(Continued from page 6)

They had a crash scene with a great scenario and then a follow -up in the center with a trauma
surgeon showing actual slides of the injuries that were received from actual motorcycle acci-
dents. It was right after lunch and if you did not have a strong stomach it was over whelming. It
was hard to look at but was so informative and eye opening. Everyone riding a motorcycle
should see this type of presentation before getting a license or being allowed to ride a passen-
ger. Wow!!

Most of the Couples of the Year from Region H attended
the convention. We were able to get together and take a
few photos to remember the occasion. If you do not rec-
ognize all of the couples, one was from lowa.

Kudos to the Kansas District Team for a well planned, or-
ganized and executed District Convention.

See Yad Riding

Dale and Carleen Garrett
TX District Couple of the Year
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Couple of the Year Coordinators
Dave and Jean Simmons

Believe it or not, and with all the extreme heat we have been having it may be hard to believe,

December is just around the corner! And with December we get to enjoy all those chapter

Christmas parties. And, most chapters choose to announce the names of the couple they will

honor as Chapter Couple of the Year for next year at their Christmas party. This announcement

can (and should be) a surprise to the whole chapter

Very soon, we will be e -mailing all Chapter Directors some information which can assist them
with the Couple of the Year Selection process. If you are a CD, or a person designated to select
your chapterds Couple, and do not receive this |infoc

However, even if you have not yet determined who your chapter will honor for 2012, it is not too
soon to get the COY pin and rocker ordered so that you will have them available to present at
the time you announce who you have selected to represent your chapter.

Simply pull up the Texas District website ( www.gwrra -tx.org ), click on Member Resources, then
click on Order Forms, then Chapter Pin and Patch Order form. On page 2 of this form, you will
find the area to fill out to order the COY items. Mail your completed form and check to Treas-
urer Leona McDade (address is on the form)

Dave & Jean Simmons

Texas District Couple of the Year Coordinators
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GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION

Rider Education

Chet Roby and Maria Collins

As | prepare Oct ob e ©dBushImeznatioraleirpbre in Housa t
ton, | am plagued with something | remember reading about in biology, but

have had limited exposure during the spring and summer of 2011, in Central Texas; that liquid pre-
cipitation called ORAI N. 6

No, Maria would not allow me to go outside and play. She stated, as the DE of Texas, | had an image
to uphold and playing in the rain, by the parked planes, was not in my best interest as it related to
safety. Her wisdom and wit is profound.

I mentioned in | ast monthds article of a couple tha
gram, with additional details to follow. As of this writing | am still not prepared to provide names, but
will share the following information.

This coupleds primary focus is as foll ows:

1. To ensure all chapters are entering the necessar
fice,d which supports RE duties at the chapter |

2. To work with those chapters that currently do not have an educator, in hopes of aiding the
chapter in filling this position.

To process the Districtds quarterly RE reports a

To work with the Texas districtds CEs, i f assi st
process through the o0Back Office. 6

5. To work with the District Educator and Assistant District Educators at the District Convention
and Mid -Winter Round -up, plus assist in preparation for both events.

6. This role will also be a stepping stone for moving to the next level as ADE, within the Texas

District.
Al so mentioned | ast month was National ds new RE dat
Bour g. Be sure all CEs are reviewing each member ds
properback -up t o Karen Frazier, Temaad RDidgdtrreisct ds ADBLt edT
website.

| had forward detailed information for re -certification of all Presenters and Rider Coach Instructors,
certified by GWRRA to teach the Tike Riders Course, Trailering Course, and Road Captain Course,

and who choose to continue teaching in the state of Texas. As of this writing there cannot be a TRC,
TC, or RCC taught in the state of Texas, until the state signs and returns the FY 12 -13 certification con-

(Continued on page 10)
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R | d er E d u Catl on , continued GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION

(Continued from page 9)

tract. Once this has been received, all the necessary parties will be con-
tacted with a status update provided. Additionally, each Presenter and RCI
must have received his or her recertification certificate, which would be
valid through 08 -31-2012.

| apologize, in advance, for any inconvenience this may have caused or potentially could cause. All
the necessary documentation has been submitted; just waiting for the official signatures from the
statebdbs Deputy Assistant Director, ETRB.

The following information was secured from Texas Motorcycle Roadriders Association, and is worth
sharing with all chapter members; that being the 10 -things all car and truck drivers should know
about motorcycles. This is also good information, as a level of preventive maintenance for motorcy-
cle riders; letting each of us know, what the statistics have confirmed to be the challenges with mo-
torcycles, as seen in the eyes of 4 -wheeled vehicle owners.

1. There are a lot more cars and trucks, than motorcycles on the road, and some drivers do not
oOrecognized6 a motorcycle; they ignore it (usual/l
pecially when checking traffic at an intersection.

2. Because of its small size, a motorcycle may look farther away than itis. It may also be diffi-
cult to judge a motorcycleds speed. When checki
(or out of) a driveway, predict a motorcycle is closer than it looks.

3. Because of its small size, a motorcycle can be e
pillars) or masked by objects or backgrounds outside a car (bushes, fences, bridges, etc).
Take an extra moment to thoroughly check traffic
at intersections.

4. Because of its small size motorcycle may seem to
sume all motorcyclists are speed demons.

5. Motorcyclists often slow by downshifting or merely rolling off the throttle, thus not activating
the brake light. Allow more following distance, say 3 or 4 seconds. At intersections, predict
a motorcyclist may slow down without visual warning.

6. Turn signals on a motorcycle usually are not self -canceling, thus some riders, (especially be-
ginners) sometimes forget to turn them off after a turn or lane change. Make sure a motorcy-
cleds signal is for real

7. Motorcyclists often adjust position within a lane to be seen more easily and to minimize the
effects of road debris, passing vehicles, and wind. Understand that motorcyclists adjust lane
position for a purpose, not to be reckless or show off or to allow you to share the lane with
them.

8. Maneuverability is one of a motorcycleds better
(Continued on page 11)
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GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION

Rider Education, continued

(Continued from page 10)

and with good road conditions, but do not expect a motorcyclist to al-
ways be able to dodge out of the way.

9. Stopping distance for motorcycles is nearly the same as for cars, but
slippery pavement makes stopping quickly difficult. Allow more following distance behind
a motorcycle because it candt always stop o0on a

10. When a motorcycle is in motion, do not think of it as motorcycle; think of it as a person.

As | bring this monthds |l etter to a cl ose, one i1 s |
CDs and Texas Educators; thatbeing Te x as 0 Ed u c at oand Texas Chdpter Edueaa r @
tords OArticle of the Year . 6

Information will be forthcoming in both areas, providing detailed guidelines needing to be consid-

ered, but preparation is the first step to completion. Therefore CDs ést art t hi nking abc
and what makes them special; CEs, start reviewing your articles and narrowing down the one you

believes best represents rider education.

Again, detailed information will be forthcoming with criteria to be considered for both awards,
guidelines structured for consistency in determining award winners, and deadlines for submitting
information.

Maria and | would like to thank the Texas District membership for their continued assistance and
support.

Kindest personal regards,
Chet Roby

Texas District Educator
Master Tour Rider 6226
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Greetings,

In today's mail, | received the certificate from the Texas Department of
Public Safety authorizing GWRRA to conduct riding courses within the
State of Texas.

It is the result of hard work put forth by Chet Roby, John Bourg and Harry
Dollarhide to get this completed. The State of Texas hasrecognized that
our programs are well prepared and as such, awarded a certificate for a
(2) two year period. The certificate will expire on August 31, 2013!  The
certificate will be forwarded to Texas Educator, Chet Roby, and a copy to
Region H Educator, John Bourg.

Only through the efforts of the entire Rider Education TEAM can we con-
tinue to provide world class education to our members. Itis indeed an
honor when a State recognizes the worthiness of our program. A hearty
congratulations to all Educators for a job well done!

Ride Safe, Ride Often,

ATGATT

Gene and Betty Knutson
International Directors, Rider Education

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
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Leadership Training

Lynn Heene

Five Myths

Myths arise when we lack understanding. They cause leaders to operate under

mi sconceptions and biased perspectives. |l tds possi
t houghts about conflict. So |l etds explore five cor
Myth #1: The presence of conflict is the sign of a poor leader. This myth plays on both low

self-esteem and insecurity, and pulls a leader into a fear cycle of worry and scurry. Keep this in
mind; you will be judged by what you do with conflict, not the presence of it!

Myth #2: Conflict is a sign of low concern for the organization. This implies that people ex-
pend enormous amounts of time and energy on the things that are of little consequence. People
tend to defend and protect areas where deep concern exist, so conflict indicates genuine concern.
Conflict can serve as a tool for identifying underlying values.

Myth #3: Anger is negative and destructive. This myth ignores anger as an emotion, neither
positive nor negative. The energy needed to move in a positive direction comes from those who
care enough to get involved. Anger is only one letter away from danger, but it also can lead to
satisfaction when dealt with appropriately.

Myth #4: Conflict, if left alone, will take care of itself. This is only a half-truth. You can avoid
conflict ditis a valid coping strategy, but not the only strategy. The intensity of conflicts vary. Left
unchecked, conflict can escalate as wall as dissipate.

Myth #5: Conflict must be resolved. This myth stifles creativity, causing a leader to become
solution -oriented. Some conflict can be managed by endurance, while other conflicts require mul-
tiple solutions. Remember; quick movement toward resolution can also limit success. Failure to
see the big picture while coping with a particular problem, even a major one, can become a major
pitfall.

In summary the goal is to explore the territory known as conflict, name it, and weaken the control
of exaggerated emotions (myths) that surround it.

It's what you learn after you know it all that counts.

~Attributed to Harry S Truman

Lynn Heene

Texas District Leadership Trainer
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REGION H
HUMBLE, TX

Chapter Information

Location: Humble, Atascocita, Kingwood and
Northern Houston

Monthly Gatherings : 4th Saturday of each month at Ameri-
can Legion Hall, 307 Charles Street, Humble, Texas. Meeting at 6:00 pm

Chapter Directors : Steve and Linda Seligman
Website : http://www.gwrra -n2-humbletx.com/
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GWRRA B"“T=— -
CHAPTER N2 == - Chapter

Spotlight

REGION H
HUMBLE, TX

The N-2 BEE BLAST is orDctober 8, 2011
at Bull Sallas Park, 21679 McCleskey Road, New Caney, Texas
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Registration includes lunch and bike 71 Silent Auction/Food Games/Prizes

show. 1 Peopleds Choice Bike S

1 See website for more details & registration form.

now
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NOTICE: Oklahoma District Convention Update

@0

A
e/

&8

Hello Fellow Safe Riders,

SO0

A
e/

&8

Our OKLAHOMA District Convention will be here upon us soon. Our registration form .
says we will have a breakfast for our Level 4 members. We have discovered that McAles- @
ter, OK can not accommodate breakfast for 75+ people. The Western Sizzlin does not

make breakfast like Golden Corral. So with that being said, we are making arrangements )
to serve a terrific lunch to our esteemed Level 4 members. This lunch will be on site at the @

2, Expo center and will again be paid for by Oklahoma Rider Education for all current Level 2,
@ 4 members. ALL Level 4 members are encouraged to attend and be honored. @

A
e/
A

e/

If your spouse/co -rider is not a Level 4, they are welcome to come as your guest, @
BUTwill be required to purchase a meal ticket for $10 in advance. As you can guess, we
need a head count on how much food to order, so we MUST receive your pre -registration @

by October 8th. No tickets will be sold at the door!!!!!

If any members are Level IV and are NOT current, you have until October 1st to get up to @
date.

If you are paying for your guest, please make check payable to Oklahoma Rider Ed. We @
must receive your payment by Oct 8th!!!!  Any questions, call Becky 918 -693-6822(cell) or a
918-663-6133.

:
o
o

EOOE

Mail to:

Jerry Hodges

Okla Dist Educator
13412 E 39th PI
Tulsa, OK 74134

:
oJ

BOOE
OO6

o

®

Please distribute to all members in your CHAPTER, DISTRICT AND REGION to help us get Y

the word out. PRE-REGISTRATIONS ONLY!!

2

&6

Thank you and ride safe!
Jerry and Becky Hodges Oklahoma District Educator

R :
“@
&

o

@@,
Q@v

Page 16



TEXAS DISTRICT NEWS OCTOBER 2011

Landa Park and Comal Springs

Landa Park, in New Braunfels, offers picnic facilities
¥ under the shade of giant, ancient oak trees. Walk
the parks special trails, or ride a miniature train that
chugs around the 51 acre park. An excursion on a
paddle boat is one of the best ways to see the Co-

g mal Springs and Landa Lake. Take in a round of
miniature golf, relax at the playground or enjoy the
flora and fauna on the Panther Canyon Nature Trail.

The Comal Springs are the largest in
Texas and the southwest. Seven major
springs and dozens of smaller ones occur
over a distance of about 4,300 feet at the
base of a steep limestone bluff in Landa
Park. In Spanish, comal is a flat griddle
used for cooking tortillas,, so the name
probably refers to the flat area below the
bluff where the springs issue forth. The
largest and most easily visited is the one
pictures, just west of Landa Park drive.
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View of Comal Springs in Landa Park.

Most of Landa Lake is off-limits for swimming and wad-
ing because endangered species are present. Wading
is allowed in this spring -fed channel that feeds the
swimming hole in Landa Park.

For $3 per person, you get 30 minutes of paddle boat
ti me. ltds a great way to see the Lake and also get some

exercise!

Taking a ride on the miniature train is a good way to get
a feel for the layout of the Park.

Legend has it this is the Founderd
ders of New Braunfels held their first council meeting
in 1845.
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